CGS PTO MEETING

Monday, December 5, 2011

The Meeting was called to order by Haley Small at 6:34 p.m.

Ms. Kennedy and Mr. Ackert stopped by to invite CGS to participate in Coventry’s 300 year birthday celebration parade being held on 9/29/12!  The parade will follow the usual route of past parades but will differ in that this parade is meant to be a celebration not a remembrance.  As such it will be more festive and floats are greatly encouraged.  Deadline for proposed ideas is January 30, 2012.

Principals Report, Mrs. Moyer -- We have missed 10 days of school before the first week of November.  This is unprecedented and discussions concerning the district calendar are ongoing.  Decisions that have been made thus far are that the Staff Development days that were scheduled for January 27, 2012 and March 23, 2012 will no longer be days off but half-days with new hours.  Parents will receive more information after the vote.  February vacation is cancelled and as of this date April vacation is still on.

Staff development for teachers took place in November and they began to delve into the new phonics program which is very exciting.

Report card conferences also took place in November and Mrs. Moyer is happy to report a 99% parent turnout.  Thanks go out to all parents who came out and to those who donated items for the teachers’ lunches during those long days.

Also, Thanksgiving celebrations took place throughout the school varying by grade.

Exciting news, due to the support of the Board of Ed and CGS PTO 4 new Smartboards were installed in the first grade wing.  We are now only 6 short of outfitting the whole school!

It is budget time and CGS will go in with the exact same amount as last year.  It’s tough going in at 0% but thanks to parent support and teachers’ creativity we make it work.

Talks are beginning concerning the full-day kindergarten program.  A presentation on this topic will take place on January 12 at the BOE meeting.  Parent surveys have been distributed and parents’ input is greatly appreciated.

Two areas in which CGS could use some help are the computer lab and the front landscaping.  Volunteers in the computer lab would be assisting the students and in the spring, the front landscaping could use some work. 

In January there will be a couple of staff changes.  Mrs. Talaga, a long time reading para-educator will be retiring and Mrs. Bennett will be leaving for maternity leave.   Mrs. Bennett’s last day will be January 30, 2012.  Also, a new media- library specialist has been hired.  Mrs. Pamela Berardino will be at CGS every Tuesday.  We welcome her to the district!

TEACHER’S REPORT—Mrs. Bosco

Mrs. Bosco thanked parents for the lunches and donations brought in by students for the apples for teachers program.  The children are very excited because they’re bringing home their guided reading books from the classrooms.  In Social Studies, the children are discussing family traditions, what holidays their families celebrate and how.   These discussions lead up to their Winter Celebration being held on December 23rd.

October 2011 Minutes accepted and approved by all.

TREASURER’S REPORT—Camilla Byam

Ending balance as of 11/21/11:  $10,603.78

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1.  Fall Fundraisers

Original Works was a success.  We had $7,042.00 in sales and profited approximately $2292.00.  

Ms. Dubois in the art department will receive around $230.00 (10% of profit).  

Lyman Orchard Pies—Another success, over $12,000 in sales, profited $5219.00.  A big thanks to 

Deb Mlinek for overseeing this event.  

2.  Bingo Family Fun Night—Great turnout, every seat taken!  This event raised $291.00 which was given to Ms. Dubois for the Art department.  

3.  UConn Football/Basketball

We had $1245.00 in sales.   This is not a money-making event, more of a community event.

4.  Teacher Appreciation

There was an overwhelming response.  Thanks to Janet Sirois for organizing this event and to all the parents who brought in so many delicious dishes.  

5.  Apples for Teachers (Kathy Ney)

The trees were covered with 300 apples requesting items needed in classrooms and only 30 remain unfulfilled!  These donations are greatly appreciated.

6.  Mitten Tree for Human Services (Crissy Stinson)

Gifts are being collected for needy families and need to be brought in to school by December 15, 2011 so that they can be distributed in time for the holidays.

7.  Bake Sale (Beth Hassett)

Phenomenal success—every item sold!!!  Total sales were $914.75, profits still need to be determined.

Thanks go out to Beth Hassett for organizing this event and all the generous parents who baked/volunteered their time.

8.  Spirit Wear (Carrie Houk)

A link is now available on the website and will remain up throughout the school year.  PTO will acquire samples soon to display at school and remember that CGS profits $2.00 from every item sold.  

9.  Fall Box Tops Challenge  (Theresa Okun)

CGS students collected 15,476 box tops giving us a profit of $1547.60.  Winners of the pizza party and story time with Mrs. Moyer are:

Mrs. Hosey’s PM Kindergarten  

Mr. Kyer’s 1st grade class 

Mrs. Hazzard’s 2nd grade class

10.  Ink Cartridge Return (Shannon Phelps)

This program is run through Office Depot and offers CGS $2/piece of credit (max$10/month) used for PTO supplies.  Rewards program information coming soon.

11.  Pajama Fundraiser for CCMC (Tara Wesoloskie)

Notices went out informing parents that kids can wear PJs to school on Friday, 12/9/11 in support of CCMC.  Small donations will be accepted and stickers will be distributed to all students.  

12.  Family Fun Movie Night for CCMC 

This event runs on the evening of PJ day and also benefits CCMC.  Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory will be showing at 6:30 p.m. in the gym.  Feel free to bring blankets and pillows.  PTO will be serving hot cocoa and nut-free snacks can be brought in by families.  There’s a $1 admission charge to benefit CCMC.

NEW BUSINESS

1.  Crayons for Cancer (Carolyn Dionne)

This event helps support families with the many costs they incur while their children are being treated for Cancer.  It’s a fun event where kids can peel, sort or bag crayons that are then melted down, formed into cute new shapes and then sold.  Volunteers are needed to set up, clean up and guide the children in the various stations.  Date will soon follow

2.  CGS Family Night Out at Dimitris (Carolyn Dionne)

Tentative date for this fundraiser is Tuesday, January 17, 2012.  The funds will be collected from 

4 – 10 p.m. on ALL dine-in or carry-out orders.  Flyers will be distributed soon.

3.  Jump Rope for Heart

This event encourages students to get pledges to raise money for the American Heart Association.  More info to come in January.  Parent volunteers  needed.

4. Talent Show

Martha McKerely will be organizing this fun event.  All students are welcome and while there is a tryout its intent is simply to organize the event—no child will be eliminated.  Parent volunteers needed

MOTIONS

A motion was made by Camilla Byam to renew the PTO Insurance at a cost of $240.00.  All were in favor and the motion passed.

A motion was made by Beth Hassett for $3200.00 for the purchase and installation of a new  Smartboard.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 


OLD BUSINESS

1.  Community Dinner Reminder

A $10/person Spaghetti dinner will be served at the Community Center on Saturday, December, 10th from 4-8 p.m. to aid a Coventry resident who was involved in an explosion during the power outages.  

THANKS TO ALL OF YOU IN ADVANCE FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT

***OUR NEXT MEETING IS JANUARY 9, 2012 @ 6:30 P.M.
