Mr. Baumgartner
ext. 566



gbaumgartner@coventryct.org
Advanced American Cultures: A Journalistic View SYLLABUS

How to:  “Make the Grade”

· Homework:  Because this is an elective class, your “traditional” homework load will be light. This means that each assignment is that much more important.

· Extra Credit:  Volunteering to become more involved in the process will guarantee a good grade. This means volunteering on YOUR time (Study Hall, Enrichment, after school and evening activities).
How to:  “Lose the Grade”

· Lateness:  Any assignment that is late will result in lost points. Obviously, incomplete or poor work will result in a loss of points as well, including NOT MAXIMIZING CLASS TIME.
How to:  Avoid Detention

· Show your classmates respect and me by NOT DISRUPTING the learning process.

Projects

· Long-term projects:  Points will be deducted for each late day at the rate of 5% per day.

Grading

· Long-term Projects:  approximately 65%

An example of this could be research for a feature or special story.

· Participation (in class discussions and group work):  approximately 25%

This is a subjective grade that the instructors will assign based on your performance and cooperation.
· Contributions: approximately 10% 

ALL students are expected to contribute to the production of Daily announcements and the creation of a news show that will air on Public Access Cable. Various duties will be assigned and ALL STUDENTS will be required to attend at least ONE after-school function PER QUARTER. To earn the maximum grade, frequent participation outside of class is necessary.

Materials

· PLEASE NOTE:  Due to budgetary restraints, students will not be permitted to print in Social Studies Classrooms. You still may be able to print in the library, but don’t take any chances. This is not an excuse for missing work. Come prepared to class with your assignment!

· A willingness to learn, help others learn and put forth an honest effort to create something wonderful.

· Small folder to keep handouts and unit materials.

· Pens and pencils.  EVERYDAY!
Make-up Policy

· If you are absent, IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to get and complete work.

· For each day absent, you are allowed one day plus an extra day to complete the assignment.

· Extended absences will be handled on a case-by-case basis.
Additional Help

I am available every day before school and after 2:20 p.m.  However, teachers do have meetings, conferences and other responsibilities that require attention. Please see me ahead of time to avoid any conflicts or to arrange for another time to meet.

Format:
This is a very non-traditional class. Much emphasis is placed on independent work habits, personal responsibility and teamwork. YOU must find the motivation to film, edit and produce story after story after story… Practice makes perfect. While in class I don’t expect you will have too much down time. If you do, that means you’re not doing what is expected of you outside of class. 

Mygradebook.com

To improve communication of student progress to parents/guardians and students, I will use an electronic grade book. You will be able to determine whether there are any missing homework assignments; as well as view homework, quiz, test, and cumulative grades. Please bear in mind that this course will not have as many grades as a typical course due to the advanced nature of the projects… Each project takes a while to complete. At this point, you can view a summary, check for missing assignments, and view grades. Please note that this grade does not include classroom participation which will be factored in it the end of each quarter.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me. To access the electronic grade book, open a web browser and enter the following URL: http://www.mygradebook.com.  To view grades, you must enter a classword and password in the log in box.

Classword: baumgartner1aac09_10

Password: Student’s ID Number
Units of Study
Overview: Students enrolling in Advanced American Cultures: A Journalistic View will focus full-time on all aspects of video production. This advanced course covers theory and operation of television equipment, lighting, and audio. Students are expected to acquire knowledge of industry standards for video production. Student choice of project is central to the studio aspect of this course. Students are required to work in small/medium groups from pre-production through production and post-production stages of development. The framework incorporated in this course requires students to build empathetic awareness along with the ability to apply that awareness to contemporary events. Students are required to weigh evidence and suspend judgment to create unbiased, factually informative journalistic pieces significant to social, political, economic, or cultural events that occur in the local, regional, national or global community.

This course is recommended for students who intend on continuing their post-secondary education in a college or university Communications/Television Production program. Due to the multi-faceted nature of this course, students may enroll in Advanced American Cultures: A Journalistic View each year for credit. 

Text: Telling the Story – The Convergence of Print, Broadcast and Online Media, Third Edition, 2007.

Supplemental Text: Broadcast News & Writing Stylebook – Third Edition, Adobe Premier Pro For Dummies – Third Edition, Adobe Premier Pro CS3 Bible.

UNIT I:  Advanced Broadcast Journalism

Students continue to refine the skills of gathering and writing news for broadcast. Students explore such topics as the interviewing process, use of sound and other basic news reporting and producing techniques to improve skill levels. Reporters and anchors write and deliver sports news, weather and commentaries in additional to daily script writing. 

The Idea - Standards T.E. a–7, a–1, a-2, English 3.2

Students differentiate between a studio production and a field/remote production. Each student brainstorms to arrive at story ideas from various school, community, state, and regional matters. In small groups, students assess each list of possible stories for their potential to be newsworthy. Relevance, usefulness, and interest will be the prime factors to determine the viability of converting the idea into a story. Students ask the six basic questions to measure relevance, usefulness, and interest: Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?

Determining Newsworthiness – Standards T.E. a–7, a–1, a-2, English 3.2

Students prepare, produce/publish and present work appropriate to audience, purpose and task. After an idea is reached, each student evaluates the interest level of his or her story. Students use the following criteria to determine the quality (interest level) of the story:

Impact – This is another way of measuring relevance and usefulness. How many people are affected by an event or idea? How seriously does it affect them?

Conflict – Struggles between groups, individuals, natural forces, etc. make fascinating stories. Conflict is such a basic element of life that journalists must resist the temptation to over dramatize or oversimplify it.

Novelty – People or events may be interesting and therefore newsworthy just because they are unusual or bizarre.

Prominence – Names make news. The bigger the name, the bigger the news.

Timeliness – News is supposed to be new. If news is to be relevant and useful, it must be timely. Timely reporting gives people a chance to be participants in public affairs rather than mere spectators.

The Storyboard – Standards T.E. a-3, e–25, English 3.1

Using research techniques, students develop scripts and storyboards during the pre-production process as a template for their videography. Students employ the inverted pyramid style to design scripts for several formats including hard and soft news stories, daily announcements, and editorials. Students determine the importance of each element in a news story and creatively organize the story from most important to least important to tell the story. This practice will be done on a near-daily basis throughout the year as students work both individually and collaboratively on various projects of their choosing.

Writing News for Radio and Television – Lead & Script Writing – Standards English 3.1, 4.3, SS 2.4, 3.2

Individually, students determine purpose, point of view, and audience, to choose an appropriate lead that consists of a clear statement that constitutes the first sentence or paragraph of their story. Each student writes a series of leads including Immediate-identification, Delayed-identification, Summary, Multiple-element, and Leads with Flair. Students determine which lead is appropriate for their story. Students research information from multiple sources for the purpose of composing a script. In small groups students compose scripts, revise for organization, elaboration, fluency and clarity.

UNIT II:  Television Studio Production

In this format, students utilize the television studio from pre-production through production and post-production operations. Students write scripts, coordinate cameras and lighting, and refine audio and video to deliver daily announcements live to Coventry High School students. Students are separated into two crews who are responsible for assigning duties based on interest, ability and aptitude. Roles include: Anchors, commentators, producer, camera operators, audio technician, video technician and computer operator.

Voice Production: - Standards English 4.3

Each student uses Standard English for composing and revising written text, records a voiceover and evaluates their recording. Students judge the sound bite for proper voice techniques and work to become more comfortable with their “on air voice”. A second recording is made observing their own corrections. This is followed by a peer/teacher critique session and a final cut recording.

Recording Audio - Standards T.E. a-4, English 4.2

Students speak and write using standard language structures and diction appropriate to audience and task by observing proper interview/speaking techniques when compiling audio to accompany video. Using microphones, audio mixers and editing systems, students record stand-ups, voiceovers, interviews, natural sound, music and other sound bites to be evaluated for the following elements: Proper English, clarity, consistency, accuracy and delivery of information.

CHS Morning Show – Standards T.E. e-28, English 4.2, SS 2.4, 3.2

Students speak and write using standard language structures and diction appropriate to audience and task by using communication technology to produce daily announcements. Students are charged with organizing all school-wide announcements into a cohesive production that is informative, timely and professional. This production requires all students to employ individual skills in a team-coordinated endeavor. Skill levels are developed over the course of the year with each crew receiving teacher evaluations a total of eight times: twice each quarter – one planned and one unplanned evaluation. 

Patriots: ALL ACCESS – Standards T.E. e-28, English 4.2, SS 2.4, 3.2

Students speak and write using standard language structures and diction appropriate to audience and task by using communication technology to visualize a design idea. The culminating project involves the entire class. Students are charged with compiling the body of work created during the year to produce Patriots: All Access, a variety show that incorporates Fox 61 Student News stories, Video contest submissions, Commentaries and original music production. This project incorporates all skills developed over the course of the year including aspects as technical as field/studio production to refining interpersonal skills necessary to function as a team.

UNIT III:  Event Production

In this format, students utilize the portable television studio from pre-production through production and post-production operations. Students coordinate camera and lighting, refine audio and video, and, when appropriate, prepare commentary to supplement a video production of various events at Coventry High School. Students assume duties based on interest, ability and aptitude. Roles include: producer, camera operators, audio/video technician and commentators when appropriate. Events to be produced include Athletic Contests, Drama Productions, and/or other school functions.

Live Studio Editing – Standards T.E. e-30

Students collaborate in small groups to present a design idea using multimedia technology (record/air a video production). Each student is responsible for different assuming a different responsibility/role in the production including lights, audio, visual mixing board, cameras, and computer images. One student (producer) will be responsible for the entire production.

UNIT IV:  Field/Remote Production

In this format, students employ the skills utilized in electronic field production and editing. In small groups, students determine location, field lighting techniques, and composition to effectively tell the story through video clips and sound bites. After filming, students edit video and sound to adhere to the chosen format. Format options include filming for Fox 61 Student News Stories, various video contests offered during the school year and Patriots: All Access variety show.

Recording Audio – Standards T.E. a-4, English 3.2, 4.3

In small groups, students use Standard English for composing and revising written text to prepare a written script appropriate to audience, purpose, and task. Students follow proper interview/speaking techniques when compiling audio to accompany video. Using Microphones, Audio Mixers and editing systems, students record stand-ups, voiceovers, interviews, natural sound, music and other sound bites to be evaluated for the following elements: Proper English, clarity, consistency, accuracy and delivery of information.

Production Editing – Standards T.E. a-8, SS 2.1

Students describe the underlying principles of video production hardware using Adobe Software to edit video clips for a professional-quality production in a variety of formats. Students evaluate video to be included in the final production, select video clips for effective story telling, and utilize nonlinear editing to ensure production is the proper length.

Videography - Standards T.E. a-4

Students record visual images and sound to artistically document the story using production equipment such as Video Cameras, Tripods, Microphones and Lighting. Images must be recorded for relevance and students must film ten minutes of video for each minute of story. Students must utilize established techniques such as observing the Rule of Thirds, White Balancing, Talk Room, combining Wide, Medium and Close-ups Shots, use of a Tripod, proper Lighting, etc.

