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September 7, 2011

Dear Families:

My thoughts have been with you as Coventry has been dealing with the aftermath of Hurricane Irene. I hope as clean up continues, conditions have improved for everyone.   As we finally do begin the school year, I’d like to apprise you of a new program for all students and a school policy change we will be implementing this year with your assistance.

One of the requirements of New England Association of Schools and Colleges, our accrediting organization, is that each school have a formal, ongoing program through which each student has an adult member of the professional staff in addition to the Guidance Counselor who personalizes each student’s educational experience, knows the student well, and assists the student in achieving the school-wide expectations for student learning.  Over the past year, with input from our Parent Advisory Council as well as student focus groups, our staff has been developing an Advisory Program for all students.  Students will meet in small groups at grade level with teachers and paraprofessionals for twenty minutes twice a month and engage in formal, preplanned activities on such topics as goal setting, academic achievement, relationships, and contributing to a positive school community. While our teachers and staff have consistently dedicated themselves to connecting with our students and personalizing their education for them, this program will provide added support for our kids and help them build a relationship with another trusted adult at Coventry High School.

The other important change at CHS this year has to do with students arriving to school in a timely way.  Most students do make it to school and class on time at 7:40 a.m. on most days, but a few students are consistently late to school and missing valuable learning time.  This year we are instituting a Tardy Policy similar to that of other high schools. Students will be Excused Tardy to school or class for an acceptable reason:   personal illness, appointment with a health or legal professional, family emergency, or late bus.  Tardiness will not be excused for oversleeping, unverified transportation problems, etc.  Excessive unexcused tardies may result in disciplinary consequences.   A note from a parent/guardian with a specified arrival time and the reason for being tardy is required when the student arrives to school.  Please do not call the school office or the Nurse’s Office; a note from you is required.  I realize mornings are busy as parents are heading out to work and kids out to school, and I appreciate your assistance with this.   

As excessive unexcused absences can lead to loss of credit, so can excessive unexcused tardies factor into our Loss of Credit Policy.  Three (3) unexcused tardies to class will equal one unexcused absence.  A student may lose credit for a half year course for three (3) unexcused absences or nine (9) excused absences, and for a full year course  six (6) unexcused absences or 18 excused absences.  I realize that most of our students are punctual and present on most days; I do, however, want you to be aware of these changes.  
On another note, for your convenience we have enclosed directions for accessing your student’s grades through mygradebook.com as well as for linking the classes to make it easier for you throughout the year to monitor your student’s progress.
If you have any questions or if I can be of any assistance or support throughout the school year, please let me know.  I appreciate all that you do at home to promote the importance of learning and achievement and to set expectations and conditions for your student’s academic success.

Sincerely,

Michele Mullaly

Principal

aml
Enclosure

cc:  Dr. Paul Smotas, Superintendent of Schools
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