Dear Parents/Guardian,

The teachers of  Team 6A would like to welcome you and your child to Captain Nathan Hale Middle School. In a few short weeks we will come together for the first time. We hope you and your family have had an enjoyable and peaceful summer break.

We realize that your child’s first day with us also marks the beginning of their middle school years here at CNHMS. Here on Team 6A we see each child’s need for belonging and acceptance; to be a part of the family. Likewise, we regard each year’s new group of children as our new “family”.  

As a team of teachers who have worked over 11 years together we have found the following 3 areas essential or “key” to a student’s success in middle school. 
1. Organization – Students who take the time to keep their folders up to date (we recommend the students sort through them at least once a week) and organized (one side for notes and the other side with current homework) are the more successful students in middle school. In addition, a student who has writing utensils at their quick disposal (a zippered pouch inside their trapper would be a great asset) demonstrate to the teacher that they are prepared to work in class. Knowing where things are and getting to them in a timely manner helps to reduce stress on the child.
2. Agenda Book – This item (provided by the school) is essential for students in keeping track of their assignments. Students are expected to bring their agenda book to each class (except gym). In addition, students are expected to write down their assignments in each class. Students who do not do this on a regular basis tend to be the ones who often do not do their homework which consequently leads them to falling behind in their understanding and learning of the material.  

3. Homework – Students will have numerous assignments on any given night. Keeping up with the work load can sometimes be a daunting task. One helpful key in this area relates to projects. Doing a little at a time as opposed to all at once will help to reduce stress and allow your child to keep up with his/her other classes as well. Also, structuring a child’s day so that they have a set place and time at home to do homework will help them to achieve daily success in the learning process both at home and in the classroom. 
In order for students to be successful in these areas we recommend that all students should obtain these items before the start of the school year: 

1.  Writing instruments – Students need pencils and pens. Traditional pencils or mechanical pencils along with pens that write in black or blue ink would be fine. Also, high-liters are a great tool when students are given handouts. 

2. Trapper – A trapper with a 3 ring-binder that would allow for the storing of about 7 folders would be very helpful in keeping papers, notes, and assignments organized by subject. 

3. Folders – Folders with pockets on both sides would be sufficient. Students need at least 7 folders, one for each subject (including specials such as music, and related arts such as foreign language). Keep in mind that students will have other related arts classes during the year so having extra folders on hand would be very helpful. We have found some students to be successful with an accordion type folder with multiple pockets as well.

Once again we look forward to a successful and enriching year for all our students. We look forward to meeting you all soon at our open house in September.   

Sincerely, 

Team 6A:

William Cherniske

Carol Sheehan
Adrienne Manzone

Patti Wilson
Judy Ripp

