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Dear Parent,

Your child has been invited to participate in an Interdistrict grant program coordinated by EASTCONN called Learning Lands: Stewardship & Conservation In Northeast CT.  By providing the following information, we hope that you feel better acquainted with the program.
Learning Lands: Stewardship & Conservation In Northeast CT

What is it? Learning Lands: Stewardship and Conservation in Northeastern CT is an Interdistrict Diversity grant program that allows students and teachers from different school districts an opportunity to meet and interact through partnered learning experiences. Learning Lands: Stewardship and Conservation in Northeastern CT is funded by the Connecticut State Department of Education and facilitated by EASTCONN.
How does the program work? 

Students will participate in field experiences to learn about the value of diversity in social environments while exploring the value of biodiversity in the natural environment. Also, students will research invasive species and their impact upon habitats and ecosystems. Students will learn about the value of vernal pools as breeding habitat for amphibians, and will participate in one of four community-based projects:

I. Trail Interpretation Project: Columbia and Windham at Utley Hill

II. Diversity Inventory and Bio-blitz Project: Columbia and Windham at Utley Hill
III. Barberry Bush Research Project (Invasive Plant Control Project at the Knowlton Property): Mansfield and Coventry at Knowlton Hill and Bradley-Buchanan

IV. Vernal Pool Research Project: Mansfield and Coventry at Knowlton Hill and Bradley-Buchanan
. 
What activities are included? 

The program makes use of EASTCONN Adventure, where students experience teambuilding activities inside/outside or on a low Ropes Course. Students will meet several times over the course of the school year to explore the concept of diversity through the study of our natural environments, conservation and biodiversity. Students will focus upon exploring diversity in both the natural and social worlds by investigating flora and fauna, as well as vernal pools and the value of biodiversity on Joshua Trust properties in Northeastern Connecticut. Joshua’s Tract Historic and Conservation Trust (see www.joshuaslandtrust.org) is one of the oldest local conservation and historic trusts in the State of Connecticut protecting and preserving more than 4,000 acres.

Joshua’s Trust properties contain a vast array of land formations and habitats, providing a natural classroom in which students will have the opportunity to conduct scientific research in a living laboratory. Participating students will research the rich history of local lands, land use and development, and its impact on open-space and biodiversity, focusing upon conservation of land and the protection of biodiversity of Connecticut’s flora and fauna. Students will participate in workshops to learn about regional ecosystems and habitats, biodiversity and invasive species. Students will attend workshops to learn how development is impacting wetlands and vernal pools in Northeastern Connecticut. Students will learn how to identify breeding habitats of amphibians and to understand the value of vernal pools for amphibians. Students will be conducting field research to identify amphibian breeding habitat on Joshua’s Trust Preserves.


Also, students will learn how to use global positioning systems and through field experiences develop interpretive trail maps that will be incorporated into Joshua’s Trust Literature.
Who coordinates this?

EASTCONN is a regional educational service center that provides support to school districts in Connecticut. Successful Journeys is one of a number of Interdistrict grants EASTCONN coordinates that is designed to deliver programming that promotes diversity understanding through educational excellence.  The program is created and conducted with the input and support of regular participating classroom teachers and district administrators. The classroom teachers participating from Capt. Nathan Hale Middle School are Ms. Margaret Peterson, Science, Mrs. Susan Mike, Social Studies and Mrs. Carla Kennedy, CEP. 
Who should participate?

 Our current participants include Windham, Mansfield, Coventry and Columbia. 

Further information 


Should you have any questions or need further information please don’t hesitate to call. We can be reached at 860-455-1539 or dmullins@eastconn.org.-  We look forward to working with you and your student.

Daniel Mullins
Program Coordinator
