Captain Nathan Hale Middle School

Parent Teacher Organization

Minutes

October 7, 2008

Welcome & Introductions

HighlightActivity

The meeting started with a presentation from Carla Kennedy, the district C.E.P. teacher.  She presented the Challenge and Enrichment Program, which includes Renzulli, Group Enrichment (such as the Fox News Stories, Poetry, Future Problem Solvers, etc.), and independent studies. Some programs are open to all students and some are limited to identified students. The reason for this is that students may need to miss class time and they would need to be at a certain level to be able to do this  

She talked some about Ski Club and announced that on October 16th a ski sale would be held at the school for fundraising. She spoke about the Future Problem Solvers program, which begins with a writing component.  She explained the Morning Show, which is the TV studio run out of the Media Center. This is for 7th and 8th grade students selected through an application process. The news and practice are run during homeroom so these students go to the media center for homeroom each day. We were able to tour the studio as well. Next she explained the Fox News Stories, which is a program, open to all students from all grades. This is attended during focus time. Students do an independent study on a chosen topic and then film a news story around it. At the end we had a Renzulli Learning presentation which included a demonstration of the Renzulli site and we were able to explore our children’s own profiles. 

This presentation was very interesting and not to be missed especially for parents of 6th grade students. 

Business

Meeting Dates  

The next meeting will be held December 2, 2008. There will not be a meeting in November as the 1st Tuesday falls on Election Day.   

Secretary’s Report 

The minutes were approved as presented and forwarded on to the web site. 

Treasurer’s report

No formal report was presented, as this had not been updated yet. 

Principal’s report  


Michele began by telling us that they are still exploring the common schedule with the high school. This will be a 5-day schedule with longer times for classes and possibly the introduction of an 8th period. This will give students the opportunity to take high school courses. The parameters of the school day will not change.  

She stated that she had received positive feedback regarding the open house. Parents liked it. There was a good turn out. The one piece that could be improved was the format in the LGI. 

Parent teacher conferences will be held 11/12 and 11/13 during the evenings and 11/13 and one other day not determined yet during the afternoons. More time slots will be available. Scheduling volunteers are needed. 

Drama club has started and 36 kids are involved. Cross Country has also started and 71 kids are involved in this. Chess and Scrabble Club will be starting soon. Mrs. Norris will be starting a Book Club and a Crafts Club. 

Next, Michele reviewed her goals for the year and copies were handed out. This is also posted on the school web site. 

 A question was asked regarding a trip for students not going to Washington D.C. There will be a field trip to UCONN for the day. There will also be activities in school. 

Hall monitoring has been improved. There are now desks located near the bathrooms where teachers can sit. This helps making the teachers more visible. 

 We discussed social events. A few parents expressed concerns over the dance held at the Knight of Columbus; they are not comfortable sending their children to these. We discussed a community activity or a movie night. Everyone seemed interested in this idea. 

Returning Topics & New Discussion Items

Pie Sale

A meeting was going to be held on October 8th. Forms would be mailed home soon. 

Staff Appreciation 

A luncheon would be held during conference week. Sue Dolan will send out an e-mail soliciting volunteers. She asked Michele to think about a good date.  

Spirit Wear 

There are a few problems with the old company. We may work with Thymes Remembered. A new volunteer is needed to run this program. Basically, someone needs to copy T-shirt flyers and send them out. 

Box Tops

We were reminded to send these into homeroom. 

Next Meeting 12/2/08

