Captain Nathan Hale Middle School

Parent Teacher Organization

Minutes

December 2, 2008

Activity

Mrs. Cagianello- Jones met with the PTO and reviewed the curriculum of the Family and Consumer Science classes  by grade level. She discussed supplies needed, grading, assignments and topics. We even were able to sample some goodies made by her classes.  

Business 

Introductions

Secretary’s Report: The minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s report


Beginning balance

$1,677.11


Expense


     287.85


Income



  3,324.00

Ending Balance

$ 4,713.26


Total Uncommitted Funds
$ (pie payment and t-shirts)


Total Committed Funds
$ (unknown at this point)


Total


            $ 4,713.26

Part of the above income came from a donation to the PTO of  $300

Pie Sales - The pie sale profit was down from last year. Last year 320 pies were sold and this year 215 pies were sold. We did go through the food service. They were awesome to work with and everything raised stayed right here. We were approved to get orders from other schools.  

Craft Fair - The craft fair is coming up this Saturday. Each school has a responsibility. We do the Take a Chance table and students who need community service are welcome. We also need parents to help out as well.  

T-shirts  - These will hopefully be available next year. We are going to work with Thymes Remembered. She will embroider and there will be no minimum order required. We still need a volunteer to step up. 

PTO Board – This is the last year for 2 of the 4 PTO board members so it is time for people to start thinking about this. 

Principals Report

Ms. Mullaly began by thanking all those attending for being here. It is wonderful for the kids to have their parents involved. She is grateful for the work being done on Pie sales. The faculty thanks you for “appreciating” them. The communication board out front is a great help. The open house went very well this year and our e-mail communications are great. The craft fair will be a big help and we have been very generous with our help. 

She mentioned that the latest newsletter describes the proposed schedule for next year. She is very excited about this. We will be adding full World Language programs – the Cadillac; with the implication being that students will place in level 2 upon entering high school. She is also looking forward to the addition of AP world language in the high school eventually. Currently  only 7th graders have  Tech Ed.  As a result of the new schedule, Tech Ed will be taught in grades 7 and 8 next year.  Also General Music will be added. Related Arts will be 1 quarter each.  The advanced Math class for 8th graders will continue and next year this will not affect the 8th grade schedule. They will be sharing staff and facilities. This will be presented to the BOE Thursday January 8th. Parent’s support at this meeting would be helpful.  A question was asked whether this was proposed subject to approval. Michele believed it was the Superintendents decision as to how she brings this to the BOE. Michele thinks it’s a school district decision. Regarding Tech Ed, she is hoping to share a teacher so it won’t be an additional cost to the district. She is hoping to find resources with current allocations. The staff is great and talented but it is tough on them when funds get reduced. 

She then added that the ABC Curriculum Site would be available to view hopefully in February. There will be an opportunity to learn how to use this site coming up. This will show topics and projects by month.  

Next year she hopes to add a night to parent/teacher conferences to allow more than 10 minutes per conference. Teachers are available any time. 

Lastly there was a discussion regarding the trip to Washington. It went great. Two years ago 30 people didn’t participate. This year 40 didn’t participate. She questions whether it was the economy or maybe because families need more time to save up for something like this. She felt that as the new principal  this was a transition period with regards to field trips.  The Cape Cod trips issues were a concern and then last year the NY trip was a “rescue” idea for that year. Mr. Doyle agreed to run this year’s trip as he had done it before. Board approval was obtained after school was out. Then we discussed the fact that students left behind had no field trip. They had hoped to bring the students to UCONN but they were booked with college bound students touring the campus due to the holiday. The Wadsworth was not available. She wondered whether presenting both programs in the beginning might help families to have options. A parent questioned why this was done in November this year. Michele advised that Washington sites are less crowded in the fall than the spring.  The airfare was more affordable than a bus this year. Mr. Doyle did not get paid for his “extra” time. She was very grateful to him. They did have scholarship money available. A parent also mentioned that at GHR, parents send money in over several months for Nature’s classroom and this might be considered for the 8th grade field trip. Michele ended by stating that the kids were tremendous. They wanted to stay longer. Unfortunately, some kids were sick. Some kids were nervous about flying but it was so much quicker and affordable. The accommodations were fine – no complaints.  

Next Meeting will be Tuesday February 3, 2009. 

