8th Grade Exploratory Curriculum Guide       

TEXTBOOK:  Discovering French-Bleu 
This curriculum guide provides an overview of the content of the 8th grade French program.  The course consists of ~70 class periods. It is divided into monthly themes.  All dates and course content are tentative.  Some activities and projects may have to be omitted or rescheduled due to special events scheduled during the World language time slot and/or the students’ pace of the particular section.

August/September/October- Classroom commands/Body parts

Dialogue:

Students will be able to identify parts of the body.

Students will be able to tell someone that they are hurt/ sick. ( review of “avoir-to have”)

Students will learn expressions for the classroom.

Grammar:
Students will review the regular “er” verb conjugation (present tense).

Students will identify the gender, definite and indefinite article of new vocabulary.

Students will form the imperative for “er” verbs.

Students will use the “tu” and “vous” form appropriately.

Reading and Writing:
Students will read a short autobiography in French.

Students will write a short autobiography in French.

Cultural Awareness:

Students will learn the French-Canadian folksong  ”Alouette”.

Students will learn about the French school system.

November/December/January-Daily Activities
Dialogue:

Students will be able to describe activities that they do or do not enjoy.

Students will ask others about their favorite activities. 

Students will learn to accept or decline an invitation.

Students will learn to invite another person to participate in an activity.

Grammar:
Students will learn and use the verb “vouloir-to want.”

Students will learn to form the negative. (ne…pas)

Students will learn interrogative expressions.

Reading and Writing:

Students will create a schedule of daily activities.

Students will write about the sports and pastimes they pursue, and those they dislike. 

Students will read short articles in French about French teenagers and translate. 

February/March – Descriptions of self, friends, possessions

Dialogue:

Students will learn to describe objects including size and color.

Students will learn to express their opinion about what they see or hear.

Grammar:

Students will identify the gender, definite and indefinite article of new vocabulary pertaining to                                                                  personal possessions and bedroom.

Students will make the correct noun-adjective agreement.

Students will learn to conjugate regular verbs of the “ir” and “re” conjugation in the present.
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Reading and Writing:

Students will write a short skit using vocabulary learned to date.

Students will write a descriptive paragraph about their favorite celebrity.  They will write five questions to be answered by a classmate.

Students will read paragraphs written by their peers, and answer the questions using full sentences.

April/May/June - French Fairy Tale
Dialogue:

Students will put on a French skit that they have written.

Grammar:

Students will learn to conjugate the verb “aller- to go.” 

Students will use “aller” to connote immediate future. (infinitive form of the verb after “aller”) 

Students will learn to form the past tense of regular verbs of the “er”, “ir, and “re” conjugations.

Reading and Writing:
Students will read and translate one of several French folk tales and /or skits written by their classmates.

Students will write a short story based on a picture or photograph of choice.

