




      


September

Dear Parents,

Welcome to sixth grade language!  This year's language curriculum includes grammar, oral language, and writing.  Some writing we'll be doing in language classes this year are: writing and giving directions, newspaper writing, persuasive writing (propaganda and advertising),  expository writing (including compare/contrast), figurative language, and poetry.

For some writing assignments, during the revision stage of the process, students will be required to "conference" with an adult/parent.  Please follow these steps in conferencing with your child:


1.  The writer reads his piece aloud to the listener (so the listener is not distracted by 


mechanical errors).


2.  After listening without interruption, at the end, the listener summarizes what he has 
heard.


3.  The listener states two things he likes about the piece.


4.  The listener asks the writer questions to direct the writer's attention to areas that may 


need clarification, elaboration, or revision.*

*This method emphasizes content over mechanics.  This does NOT mean mechanics are unimportant.  When the revision process is complete, then students will proofread to correct grammar and spelling errors.   Because our ultimate goal is for students to locate and correct their own errors, initially, the child should proofread his own paper.  If you should proofread your youngster's writing, instead of marking errors, put a check on the line where an error is located.  Let the writer find and correct the error.

Final copies of student's work will be kept in a writing portfolio in school.  Students will periodically analyze strengths and weaknesses, and evaluate the work in their portfolios.  Report card grades will be an average of grades on anything we've done that term including writing, grammar tests, oral presentations, preparedness for class (bringing pencil, book, agenda), and homework completion grades based on per cent of homework completed ON TIME.    To monitor your child’s homework, check your child’s agenda book and phone my homework hotline at 742-7334 ext. 6396 to hear a recording of the day’s homework. To keep you informed of your son or daughter’s progress, midterms will be sent home to EACH student in the middle of every quarter.
Thank you for your support.  Please don't hesitate to call if you have questions or concerns.





Sincerely,





Adrienne C.  Manzone


