








September

Dear Parents,

In science this year your son or daughter will be learning content as well as continuing to develop skills.  The content of science in the sixth grade includes units on Matter and the Atom, Weather, and Ecology.  Some of the skills we'll be continuing to develop are content area reading in a variety of texts, planning experiments and writing inquiry based formal lab reports (including making observations and recording data), notetaking from lectures and texts(including various forms of information organization like outlines and other graphic organizers), and reporting with an emphasis on research as a process. 

Throughout the year science instruction will include reading and responding to text, lecture and discussion,"hands-on" labs, demonstrations, and videos.  Due to limited supplies most "hands-on" labs will be done in groups. To participate in lab a student must show respect for materials and lab partners, and must be up to date on relevant written work.  

In addition to covering their books, students will be required to keep a notebook which will be graded at the end of every unit. Students will be instructed to save certain papers (handouts, notes, labs, quizzes, tests, etc.) for their notebooks. Evaluation of the notebook will be based on the percent of required papers, saved and completed.  In addition, each student will keep a portfolio of some of his or her science work in the classroom.
Report card grades will be an average of tests (10 points extra credit will be given for a student created study guide), quizzes, projects, labs, reports, notebook, presentations, classroom preparedness (bringing pencil, book, notebook to class each day), lab participation, and on-time homework/classwork completion.  To monitor your son or daughter's homework, check their agenda book and/or phone my homework hotline at 742-7334 ext. 6396 to hear a recording of the day’s homework.  To better keep you informed, in the middle of each marking period, all CNHS students will receive a midterm report that reflects their current progress in all subjects.    

I look forward to seeing you at Open House. If I can be of any assistance, please feel free to call.    





Sincerely,





Adrienne Manzone


