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Dates To Remember A Message From the Principal ~ Mr. Troy Hopkins

1 Wednesday, 3/16: GHR
PTO Meeting Do any of you remember the video game Pong? (Or am | really dating myself?) | have vivid memo-

1 Tuesday, 3/10: CMTs ries of sitting on the floor in our living room in front of the TV, spinning the dial and being frustrated
begin (see page 2) as that little square ball passed above my paddle and off the television screen. Back then my par-

1 Friday, 4/8: Talent Show ents worried about my eyesight and constantly asked me to move back from the screen. During the
at GHR infancy of video games, the age of the corded dial telephone, and the time of limited channel televi-

1 Monday, 4/11: Report sion, setting limits and keeping children safe was relatively simple. Parents today have much more
Cards Issued of a challenge. And we all know our concerns go much deeper than just poor eyesight.

1 Mont Fri, 4/11t 4/15: = ~ -« A - L. . . R .
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Conferences ' is now yet another area for increased supervision and additional parental controls my wife and |
§ April 18t 22: April Vaca- need to set. It can be a real challenge to stay on top of what is possible with technology and this is

tion: NO SCHOOL just one example.

Setting proper age appropriate boundaries for the use of the TV, computer, and phone is important
and the best answers may vary from family to family. | also think about the lessons we teach our
children as they watch us, as adults, use technology. As parents we have an enormous responsibil-
ity to be good role models for our kids. Here are some questions | consider worthy of discussion.
You may have pondered some of these issues yourself:

8§ What are children learning about technology-distracted driving?

8§ Whenisit appropriate to halt a face to face conversation to answer a cell phone or text

N V¢

Inside this issue: message?
CMT Schedule 2 § When are children mature enough to handle the responsibility and temptations of a cell
phone and the associated features like a camera, texting, etc.?
Third Grade News 2 § Atwhat age should children be allowed to have an e-mail account and what guidance
should parents provide?
Fourth Grade News 3 § Are adults using social networking sites in the ways that they want their children to use
them some day?
Fifth Grade News 3 § Is technology enhancing conversations in families or hindering them?
From the School 4 LOR fA1S (G2 dz&S Fdzid2NBE t ¢h YSSiAy3aa G2 RA&Odz
Psychologist The following excerpt from the Fall 2010 newsletter titled All Children Considered published by The
University of Connecticut, Cooperative Extension System, offers some good advice:
From the Band 4 § Start good habits early, establish limits, and stick to them. Restrict access to media (phone,
Room LYGSNYSiGz ¢+03 Gdz2Ny GKS LK2yS 2FF gKSy R2
From the Music 4 bedropm. . . . .
Room 8§ Experience media together. Choose appropriate media for younger children. For older
children, talk about what you see, hear, and read. Stay involved with what your kids are
Math ASSIST 5 doingonlinecl yR 2y GKS 32d 52y Qi GKAYy]l GKIG NI O
see and hear does affect them.
Free Workshop: S 8§ Keep distractions to a minimum. For older kids, make sure that social networking and chat-
Developing the IEP ting does not take place when kids should be resting and sleeping. When lights are out,

social networking and chatting devices should be, too.
§ Be a positive role model. When kids are around, use media the way you want them to use
it and keep mobile devices away from the dinner table.

Donuts With Donna 5

GHR PTO News 6

(Continued on pagg)
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§ Seek balance. Help kids develop responsible media habits and good digital citizenship so
they can pursue their interests with media savvy.
§ Help them make age-appropriate choices. Kids get excited about movies marketed to
them, but be sure you first check out their reviews.
Also, the following website offers additional advice regarding technology and media use for children
of specific ages: www.commonsensemedia.org/advice-for-parents

Important CMT Information
Starting on March 8" students will take the Connecticut Mastery Tests (CMTs). The schedule is as
follows:
Tuesday, March 8" ¢ Direct Assessment of Writing (DAW)
Wekine®iayKMaftis ot ¢ Reading Comprehension (Session 1)
Thursday, March 10" - Reading Comprehension (Session 2)
Friday, March 11" ¢ Degrees of Reading Power (DRP)
Tuesday, March 15" ¢ Editing and Revising
Wednesday, March 16" ¢ Math (Session 1)
Thursday, March 17" ¢ Math (Session 2)
5" grade only
Tuesday, March 22™ ¢ Math (Session 3)
Wednesday, March 23" ¢ Science

Remember that Study Island (www.studyisland.com) is an excellent use of technology in helping
prepare students for these important assessments. Please help your children do their best by en-
couraging them without putting pressure on them. Also, please make sure that they are well rested,
eat a nutritious breakfast, and arrive to school on time (8:10 ¢ 8:30) each day.

As always, feel free to email me at thopkins@coventryct.org or call at (860) 742-7341, ext. 135, with
any guestions or concerns.

Mrs. Brown, Ms. Burke, Mrs. Emerson, Mrs. Gianna, Mrs. Gwozdz,
News From Grade 3 Mrs. Spangle, Mrs. Sroka, Mrs. Stiles
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March and the weather that usually accompaniesit. In reality, at this time of year, the weather in

the northeast is known for its unpredictable behavior. On a positive note, our days in the classroom

will be calmer and more predictable than this late winter weather.

As you are well aware, we are administering the Connecticut Mastery Tests for a portion of the

month of March. Testing will begin on Tuesday, March 8. Our testing schedule has been arranged

to best benefit the children and their needs. We will be administering seven tests over the course

of two weeks. Our testing schedule has been designed to allow the students to begin shortly after
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hearty breakfast from home. We will settle in to our classrooms and prepare for the assessments
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of our abilities. (Be sure to ask your child about some exercises that help him or her to focus, relax,
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ing will end by mid-morning, so that we can continue on with our daily routines and curricular plans.

This time of year tends to be a challenging time for many children; please talk with your child about

the importance of doing the best he or she can, but he or she should not experience anxiety over

the CMTs. Lastly, if your child is ill during a test, rest assured that make ups will be given at a later

date in March.
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calm days and warm weathert AND NO SNOW!


http://www.commonsensemedia.org/advice-for-parents
http://www.studyisland.com/
mailto:thopkins@coventryct.org
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Mr. Daigneau, Mr. Dzwonchyk, Mrs. Goldsnider, Mrs. Jones,
News From Grade 4 Mrs. Licgata, Mrs. Staron, Mrg. Wade

Spring is almost upon us! Please encourage students to continue to put forth their best effort in
school while enjoying all the fun activities that come with spring. It is important for you to check
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All students should be reading 15-20 minutes each night. 0

Since the last newsletter, the fourth grade has completed the study of many exciting curriculum
learning experiences. In science, students have completed a unit on biomes and began their study
of the food chain. The social studies classrooms are traveling back in time as they begin their study
of Connecticut history. Division is the name of the game in math after completing our emphasis on
multiplication. Lastly, the fourth grade continues to meet in small groups to read and respond to
fiction and nonfiction texts.

As we get closer to the Connecticut Mastery Test, students have been reviewing reading, math and
language arts concepts learned throughout the year. In addition to classroom review, students
have also been practicing on Study Island.
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ary to May students will compete for placement in the June math bee. Memorizing basic facts so
that answers are automatic is the key! Please continue to help your child practice and memorize
their addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts.

Spring student conferences will take place on April 12, 13 and 14. Please plan on meeting with your
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Lastly, the fourth grade would like to thank parents and guardians for their continued support. We
appreciate all the extra help in the classrooms! MANY THANKS!

News From Grade 5 Mrs. Berier, Mr. Carlson, Mrs. Piteo, Mrs. Sandberg, Mr. Spivey,

Ms. Steeves, Ms. Woodin

Reading classes are busy reading historical fiction novels including Sign of the Beaver, Trouble River,
and Shadow of the Wolf in literature circles. Lots of adventures await us and we are learning a little
history too!

In language arts students are very involved with expository writingT improving their writing with
details (golden bricks), attention grabbing introductions, and dramatic conclusions. Practice is also
being done in the area editing and revisingt focusing on proper grammar, spelling, and punctua-
tion.

The social studies classes are studying the growth and development of English America and the thir-
teen colonies. Students are tracing the roots of the causes that led to our need for independence.

In math classes students are identifying equivalent fractions and working with mixed numbers.
Computation continues to be a daily activity. Preparation for Mastery Testing is being done by re-
viewing previously learned concepts such as estimating strategies, place value, word problems, and
measurement to name a few. The next unit of study is interpreting and working with data.

Science classes are studying the concepts of sound. The students are enjoying the hands-on activi-
ties involved with learning about pitch. Then they will investigate how sound travels. The next unit
will be focusing on light.

Thanks go to all who participated in this year's fifth grade Penny Challenge! It was lots of fun and a
great success. Mrs. Bernier's homeroom was the winner of the Penny Challenge and we raised a
total of $700.52. Proceeds will be donated to the Coventry Fuel Bank in town. This activity reminds
us all of how important it is to help each other in our community.
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Preparing for the

June Math Bee
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From the School PsychologisiMs. Marie Pappano
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Children gain confidence by learning to do things on their own. Show your child how to do some
tasks by slowly and carefully having them do them while watching. The more they do for them-

selves, the more confident they will feel!

11 Prepare cold cereal
I Make a sandwich

11 Choose their clothes for the next day

1l Tie shoes

1 Answer the phone politely

9| Set their alarm clock

91 Write thank you notes, emails, or invitations

11 Fold laundry

In the end, not only with your child build confidence, but your family will gain the valuable benefit

of working together.

Just as spring is around the corner, our first per-
formance will be on March 30 at the CHS Vet-
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is in our favor!

Our second performance is coming up very soon
al mos t3s vgeu. (Mﬁrk ¥oprﬁﬁ1}epdars for our Spring Con-
certon May 17 at 7:00 pm at CHS. We are work-
ing very hard to prepare our full band pieces. At
the Spring Concert we will perform one selection
with the Grade 6 Band. We will rehearse with
the Grade 6 Band during the day of our concert.
Permission slips will go out after April vacation.

In the lessons for the remainder of the year, we
are enhancing our rhythms and the range of the
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From the Band Directot Mrs. Carol Gould

instrument. Clarinets will begin learning to play
rhythms over break. Rhythms are a key compo-
néntfar dight feddiBy. ShuBehtsivill SeNaorking
on rhythm sheets by writing in the counting and
clapping them and then playing them on their
instruments. We are also working on the nu-
ances in our music such as dynamic markings,
phrasing and articulation. This makes the music
come alive and allows for a more artistic presen-
tation.

| am looking forward to seeing you all at our con-
certs! Enjoy your spring and the April vacation
with your kids!
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spaces. We have begun to practice the songs for the Spring Music Program which will be held on
Thursday, May 19, 2011. More information will be coming as the date draws near. Happy Spring

everyone!!
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Math ASSIST Mrs. Stephanie Wissler

March/April 2011

| 2YSG2N] XPdgKe K2YSH2N] K {GdzRSyiia YR a2YSiAYSa LI NByida
NEIjdZANSa | FFEANI FY2dzyd 2F LINI OGAOS F2NJ Y2ald addzRSyidao ¢ K
LISNFSOGé KIFIa a2yYS NBaSENOK G2 oFO1 Al dzLd wéa@K aidlras
over days or weeks. After only four practice sessions students reach a halfway point to mastery. It
takes more than 24 more practice sessions before students reach 80 percent mastery. And this n
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& Rosenbloom, 1981). &5
Understand the four types of homework. Know when and why to have students practice: = 7
1. Memorization of basic rules, algorithms, or laws so the skill becomes rote. <7
2. Increase in skill speed, used for improving students' abilities to apply these skills in more
complex problem solving.
3. Deepening understanding of a conceptt providing students time to read further, elaborat-
ing on a new idea and expanding their understanding.
4. Preparation for the following day's learning, such as an advance organizer or cue to in-
crease readiness for new information.
Parents and other adults often benefit from knowing what kind of monitoring is appropriate for
students with different individual needs (Hong & Lee, 2003). For example, students who are easily
distracted or who struggle with learning may need and benefit from relatively close monitoring, as is
true of students who like to work near a parent or receive frequent feedback. Students who have
strong self-regulation skills or find learning relatively straightforward are likely to benefit from
Gf 223SNE Y2YyAUl2NRY3 YR AYONBIFASR ldzi2zy2Ye o 2 KIFi R2Sa ez
Homework helps your child develop a sense of responsibility and getting things accomplished on
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Coventry Public Schools is hosting a free workshop presented by Connecticut Parent Advo-
cacy Center:
Developing the Individualized Education Program (IEP) Developing the IEP
This training focuses on how parents can be actively and effectively involved in the devyelop-
ment of the Individualized Education Program. Participants will learn the key components of\@dnesday, April 6, 2011
IEP and will become familiar with the Connecticut IEP forms. It will offer guidance about de- 6 PMto8 PM
vel oping measurable goals and ti ps| f &eveniryoHigh$chopli ng| a
Media Center
Registration is required by April 4th. 78 Ripley Hill Rd.
Register online at www.cpacinc.org/workshogegistration. Coventry, CT
For more information contact CPAC at 1-800-445-2722 or cpac@cpacinc.org C C
Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center is a statewide nonprofit organization offering information and support to |pare
of children ages birth to 26 with any disability or chronic illness.
Donuts With Donna- Dr. Bernard, Superintendent
The Superintendent of Schools is available for casual conversations with community members during
GKS d0Kz22ft &SI N G52ydz2ia 6A0GK 52yylté Aa + gl ¢ 2dz G2

tions, and keep informed about education in our town. Please feel free to stop by, where there will be
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strong Road, Coventry.
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PTO News Crissy Stinson, Jen Oberlin, Doreen Hurley, and Tracy Wunch

After a very snowy winter, | know we are all looking forward to a warm, sunny spring!
Spring will be a very busy time for us as we have lots of fun events planned:
91 Our Spring Fundraiser began February 28th and will run through March 10th. (Catalogs already came home with
your child!)
91 On Friday, April 8, the PTO will be hosting a Talent Showfor the students of GHR. Information regarding tryouts
will be sent home by the middle of March for those who are interested in performing.
91 Also coming in April will be our Spring Scholastic Book Faifhe Book Fair will be held during the week of confer-
ences (April 11 T 15) so make sure you set some time aside to come check out the great book selection.

We would like to congratulate those students who were selected as Students of the Month for January:
J  3rd Grade- Anna Picard and Aaron Latham

J  4th Grade- Sarah Sullivan and Wyatt Dobush

J 5th Grade- Amy Akerley and Trevor Moulton.

Congratulations to all of those who were nominated as well:

J  3rd Grade- Christopher Jones, Faith Anglehart, Brett Case and Sophia Mansella

J  4th Grade- Briana Crabtree, Qasim Anwar, Zachary Wunch, Ally LaPrad, Abby Drake, Wyatt Barbabosa, Alexa Stinson,
Connor Kareliussen, Jackie DeRosa and Alden Jennings

J 5thGrade-/ NI A DdzZ f I 1a2yz %I OK | I (& kPgubRoywAnanda Pidsa2Ghidk Dyiniond5 S @2 v
and Mike Sisk.

Our next two meetings are scheduled for Wednesday, March 16th and Wednesday, April 27th.
We hope you can join us!
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