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From the PrinCipaI~ Mr. Dave Petrone

Dear Parents, Outside activities, such as sports or mu- Your child may enjoy decorating a special

. sic lessons, may mean that you need a study corner. A plant, a brightly colored con-
Recently | have received several calls from par-

f A : A flexible schedule. Your child may study tainer to hold pencils, and some favorite art-
ents asking for suggestions regafd'”g eSt‘?‘bl'Sh' after school on some days and in the work taped to the walls can make study time
ing good homework practices for their child. evening on others. If there isn't enough more pleasant.

Families play a vital role in educating America’s

children. What families do is more important to need to drop some outside activity. Remo_ve Dlstractlo_ns: Turn off the telews_lon

student success than whether they are rich or ; Fo. and discourage social telephone calls during
L . Homework must be a high priority. c

poor, whether parents have finished high school homework time. (A call to a classmate about an

or not, or whether children are in elementary, assignment may, however, be helpful.)

middle school, or high school. Helping with

homework is one way parents can contribute to

their children’s education. To do their best in

school, kids need to study every day. If they

time to finish homework, your child may

You'll need to work with your elementary
school child to develop a schedule. An
older student can probably make up a
schedule independently, although you'll
want to make sure it's a good one.

If you live in a small or noisy household, try
having all family members take part in a quiet
activity during homework time. You may need

don’t have homework assignments, they can to take a noisy toddler outside or into another
review or do extra reading. It may help to write out the schedule and  room to play. If distractions can't be avoided,
putitin a place where you'll see it often, your child may want to complete assignments

The U.S. Department of Education’s Office of

> such as the refrigerator door. in a nearby library.
Educational Research and Improvement has pro-
duced Helping Your Child with Homework to Some families have a required amount of Set a Good Example:
contribute to the drive to increase family involve- ; ;
i~ , : y time that children must devote to home-  chijidren are more likely to study if they see
ment in children’s learning. As the handbook work or some other learning activit . ” . .
oints out, we know that children who spend ; g actvity you reading, writing, and doing things that
Powns ous each school night (the length of time can  require thought and effort on your part. Talk
more time on homework, on average, do better ; - q 9 your part.
: ' : e vary depending upon the child's age). with your child about what you're readin d
in school, and that the academic benefits in- g ; Yy Y gan
e ° For instance, if your fourth-grader knows it if i ; _
crease as children move into the upper grades. . : writing even if its something as simple as mak
she’s expected to spend an hour doing ing the grocery list. Tell them about what you
Here are some of the ways parents can show they ~homework, reading, or visiting the Ii- do at work. Encourage activities that support
value homework: brary, she may be less likely to rush learning--for example, educational games,
) through assignments so that she can library visits, walks in the neighborhood, trips
Set a Regular Time: watch television. A required amount of to the zoo or museums, and chores that teach a
Finding a regular time for homework helps chil- :[‘Ifr:%gl(:%gl's%%fi%%u;iﬁeh:sggg%r;ents sense of responsibility.
dren finish aSS|gnmen'ts. The best schgdule isone 4 help her adjust to a routine. I hope you find some of these suggestions
that works for your child and your family. What helpful
works well in one household may not work in Pick a Place: . 'I
another. Of course, a good schedule depends in ) Sincerely,
part on your child's age, as well as individual A study area should have lots of light, David Petrone
needs. For instance, one youngster may work supplies close by, and be fairly quiet. A rincipa
best in the afternoon after an hour of play, and study area doesn't have to be fancy. A
another may be more efficient after dinner desk in the bedroomis nice, but for
(although late at night, when children are tired, is ~ Many youngsters the kitchen table or a
seldom a good time). corner of the living room works just fine.
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“In like a lion... and out like a lamb”. We all know the ancient proverb that explains the month of March and the weather that usually
accompanies it. In reality, at this time of year, the weather in the northeast is known for its unpredictable behavior. Our classroom
schedule this month will be changing a bit, too.

As you are well aware, we are administering the Connecticut Mastery Tests for a portion of the month. Our testing schedule has been
arranged to best benefit the children and their needs. We will be testing three days per week with one test given per day. Our testing
schedule has been designed to allow the students to begin shortly after our day is started when they are the most energized, after a
restful night’s sleep and a healthy, hearty breakfast from home. We wiill settle in to our classrooms and prepare for the assessments by
participating in “Brain Gym” exercises, which allow our brains and bodies to function to the best of our abilities. (Be sure to ask your child
about some exercises that help him or her to focus, relax, and stretch. Try them at work and you’ll notice a positive difference in your
performancel!) All testing will end by mid-morning, so that we can continue on with our daily routines and curricular plans. This time of
year tends to be a challenging time for many children; please talk with your child about the importance of doing the best he or she can,
but he or she should not experience anxiety over the CMTs. Lastly, if your child is ill during a test, rest?ass red that makeups will be given

at a later date in March.

Another event scheduled for the month of March includes...

The third grade classrooms are involved in an exciting project called Data Detectives. This project is a simulation activity that helps stu-
dents to learn and apply higher level thinking skills, research skills, data collection skills, and data analysis skills. We have partnered with
third graders in Windsor to become research scientists. Throughout this project, students will participate in two kinds of research: “case
and field,” which is the close study of a person, place or thing; and “descriptive,” which is the study of information in order to organize it
and draw conclusions. Our Coventry/Windsor Data Detectives have already swapped data about themselves and are analyzing their
partner’s data. They also have created portraits based on the data. This month our third graders will continue forming hypotheses about
their partners and will test their hypotheses by sending questionnaires to their partners. As a culminating activity, our students will be fi-
nally meeting their Data Detective partners in face-to-face visits during the coming months. It’s an exciting activity that is sure to moti-

vate creative and critical thinkers!
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Before you know it, March will come to an end and wander out like a lamb... may we all experience calm days and warm weather.

Donna Gwozdz, Anne Burke, Gail Sroka, Ronnie Giana, Katie Stiles, Jen Emerson, Heidi Bosco, Erin Brown, Nan Kandolin, and Jan Spangle

News from Grade 4

Mike Daigneau, Jim Dzwonchyk, Janine
Goldsnider, Erin Hazzard, Nora Jones,
Michelle Wade, Barbara Timberman

Spring is almost upon us! Please en-
courage your child to continue to put
forth their best effort in school while
enjoying all of the fun activities that
the warm weather brings. It is impor-
tant for you to check your child's as-
signment pad and homework folder for
assignments, projects, and upcoming
events. All students should be reading
15-20 minutes each night. @@

In addition to the regular acagemic

studies, students have been preparing
for the Connecticut Mastery Test.
Examples of different types of ques-
tions and responses in the areas of
Reading, Language, and Math have
been practiced. Students are encour-
aged to use the “Study Island” online

News from Grade 4

program as a tool to solidify important

skills and strategies. 9 STUDVAISLAND

Have you heard the “buzz” at home about
the upcoming Math Bee? Each month,
from January to May, students compete
for placement in the June Math Bee.
Memorizing basic facts so that answers
are “automatic” is the key! Please con-
tinue to help your children practice and
memorize their addition, subtraction, mul-

tiplication, and division facts. @

Representatives/ Instructors from CL&P
will present an electrical safety program
to all the fourth grade classes. Students
will learn the basics of electricity, elec-
trical transmission, and most importantly,
electrical safety. “Hands-on” materials
and equipment help to enhance this pro-
gram and teach students the importance
of electrical safety. Dates for the pro-
gram are scheduled for April 19 & 21.

{

The spring conference dates are sched-

uled for April 27%", 28", & 29", Please

plan on meeting with your child’s teacher
to discuss his or her progress.

Lastly, the Fourth Grade would like to
thank parents and guardians for their
continued support. We appreciate all of
the extra help in the classrooms!

MANY THANKS!
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Grade 5 Happenings!

In reading classes students are reading historical fiction nov- Math classes are identifying fractions and making computa-
els, including The Sign of the Beaver and Trouble River in litera- tions with fractions. We are also preparing for upcoming Mas-
ture circles. Who knows what adventures and unforeseen tery Testing by practicing and honing mathematical applica-
dangers await! tions. Coming soon... Students will be collecting and interpret-

ing data and statistics.

In language arts we are focusing on expository writing—
adding details (golden bricks) and introductions to our exposi-  Students in science are focusing on lenses and how they can be
tory pieces. In addition, students are working on editing and used in microscopes, telescopes, and binoculars. We’ll use mi-
revising for proper grammar, punctuation, and spelling. croscopes to examine prepared slides. Then students will be

designing and using their own slides!

In social studies, students are examining the gradual growth
and development of the American colonies. Along the way,
they will identify positive and negative aspects of living under
colonial rule and discover the origins of feelings of unrest that
eventually propelled the colonists towards seeking independ-
ence. e

s
Many thanks to all students who participated in this year’s
“Penny Challenge!” It was a wonderful success, with proceeds
divided between the Coventry Fuel Bank and Haitian Relief. It
served as a reminder of how we can all make a difference in
helping our neighbors, both near and far.

MATH MATTERS- Kim Licata ASSIST Teacher

The Value of Problem-Solving Strategies

Students benefit from learning and experimenting with a variety of problem-solving procedures. These procedures are called
strategies. Strategies are not specific to a particular problem, but they can be applied to a variety of problems. To solve
problems, students may choose to use one strategy or a combination of strategies. Becoming familiar with these strategies
provides students with useful tools for solving problems and helps to broaden their problem-solving abilities.

The following are strategies commonly seen in math textbooks and used in the classroom:

-Discuss the key aspects of the problem (what is the question, what is the data, is there extra data, what makes sense)
-Use objects to represent the information
-Draw a picture or diagram

-Make a table or organized list

-Look for a pattern

-Act it out

-Use logical reasoning

-Simplify the problem and solve that version

-Make a guess and check the results with the question and data; ask if it makes sense and make another guess and check if nec-
essary until the problem is solved

-Work backwards from the goal toward the start

Consider using these strategies, where appropriate, when you are helping your child with problem-solving activities. Children
usually enjoy problem-solving activities when they are presented as being interesting and challenging! These strategies help to
make problem solving fun. Enjoy!
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A message from the Superintendent:

Please know how much your support is appreciated during these ever changing and difficult economic times. To keep you in-
formed as parents of Coventry’s students, the following is submitted to you. In an effort to increase efficiencies in the Coventry
Public Schools, administrative changes will be made in district leadership commencing with the 2010-2011 school year as fol-
lows:

Our current Coventry High School Principal, Troy Hopkins, will serve as the Principal of the George H. Robertson Intermediate
School where we are confident he will shine.

The current Principal of the George H. Robertson Intermediate School, David Petrone, will serve as the Principal of the Capt.
Nathan Hale Middle School utilizing his years of experience with Coventry’s youth; we look forward to seeing students continue
to flourish.

Lastly, the current Principal of the Capt. Nathan Hale Middle School, Michelle Mullaly will serve as Principal of Coventry High
School. The students at Coventry High School will benefit greatly from her knowledge and experience.

The Administrators are most enthusiastic about the continued collaboration and shared responsibilities for educational program
supervision

DONUTS WITH DONNA: The Superintendent of Schools is available for casual conversations with community members dur-
ing the school year. “Donuts with Donna” is a way for you to greet your school Superintendent, ask questions, and keep in-
formed about education in our town. Please feel free to stop by, where there will be an informal atmosphere with an open dia-
logue and no set agenda. The next session of “Donuts with Donna” is Tuesday, April 27 from 9:30 — 10:30 a.m. at the Song-A-
Day Music Center, 2809 Boston Turnpike (Rte. 44).

@@ |From the Reading Room - Mrs. sue Hansen oo
s g e - g

Book Reviews

Everyone loves stories featuring animals. Children’s books have always featured animals. Sometimes they stand in for humans, some-
times they feature stories set in nature, and of course, there are hundreds of stories published each year recounting facts and figures
on animals from apes to zebras. The stars of the following books are pets, wild animals, and even a hip-hopping dog.

Hip Hop Dog by Chris Raschka (ages 4-8) - A stray pup takes his feelings of being the “baddest and saddest” and becomes a Hip Hop
dog.

Nubs: The True Story of a Mutt, a Marine & a Miracle by Major Brian Dennis, Kirby Larson, & Mary Nethery- The true story of a mixed
breed dog who bonds with a marine in Iraq.

Nic Bishop Marsupials by Nic Bishop (ages 8-12) - The subjects of this book are mostly the pouched animals of Australia.

A Friend Like You by Tanja Askani (all ages) - This is a photo essay of unlikely animal pairings. The photographs were taken by the
author during her work with rescued animals.
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Nurse’s NOtes ~ Therese McKeever 742-4529

Ok, so you've heard an hour of daily physical activity and a good healthy breakfast every day are key to success in school. But with
today’s busy schedules and limited resources it can be a challenge. No one ever said you can't be creative... here are some

suggestions:

1 Hour of Physical activity

* Walking — to school/bus stop, grocery shopping, with the dog, etc... it all adds up!
e Organized sports — team, recreational, or even intramural/after school.

* Independent sports — skiing, hiking, biking, dancing, etc.

* Play! — don't overlook active play especially outside. >
e Active Wii games — exercising just your fingers doesn’t count! -

p
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Healthy Breakfast

e Aslice of leftover pizza & cup of 100% juice

e Yogurt, wheat toast, a piece of fruit, water or 100% juice
e Ham & cheese sandwich & 100% juice

e Baby carrots, cheese stick, a bagel & 100% juice

e Toast/English Muffin, peanut butter & glass of milk

e Vegetable soup & crackers

e Cereal, fruit & milk (the ole stand-by)
For more information, a great resource is the Connecticut Department of Education website:

ct.gov/sde/healthyconnections

Greetings From the Media Center! 'i\

Thanks to all of our 4" and 5" grade students who voted for their favorite 2010 Nutmeg Book. The results are in for both our
school and the state - At GHR, the book with the most votes was Double Idenity by Margaret Haddix. The state winner was
also Double Idenity by Margaret Haddix. All the nutmeg books were very popular among the students and will be for a
long time. The 2011 Nutmeg List is out and we have all of the books in the library. In April, after CMT testing has been
completed, we will discuss these books in length with our 39, 4", and 5" grade students. If you'd like to get a sneak peek
you can head on over to www.nutmegaward.org to see the books.

/oA
“Just a Note!"' From the Music Room ~ Mrs. Labelle @
&)

Our third graders are learning the symbols we use in music, the different kinds of notes and
rests, and their time values. Next we will be learning the letter names of the staff lines and
spaces. Our fourth graders are learning to decode the notes of a song, seeing a number
relationship to a solfege syllable and to a letter. The fifth graders are completing their con-
ducting unit, and are each taking turns conducting their class for songs in duple and triple
meter. They will be listening for meter in various kinds of music. They are all singing Irish
songs. Happy St.Patrick’s Day!!
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Art — Mr. Berent

The students have been very productive during the past quarter and have completed some outstanding work.

The third graders have drawn portraits of their data partners in Windsor, have completed work on a coil, and pinch pot con-
structed cup or vase, and have finished work on a cut paper snowflake design. The students will soon begin a painting pro-
ject using watercolors with an emphasis on color theory and the use of warm and cool colors.

Fourth grade has completed work on plaster masks, scratchboard drawings, and a one point perspective room drawing.
The students have recently started to design their own kites.

The students in fifth grade have created cardboard sculptures, finished drawings using various types of scratch board, and
have completed a unit on perspective. The fifth graders will soon begin a unit on painting. The students will explore mono-
chromatic color schemes as well as the use of tints and shades. The unit will culminate with a still life or surrealistic painting.

Take care

Mr. Berent

GHR PTO News

Hello from the GHR PTO,

We hope that all of you received the notice for the cancellation of the meeting
scheduled for February 23",

We apologize if you did not and came to the meeting. The meeting was can-
celled due to the weather.

The Spring Fundraiser is underway with Munson’s Candy being due March 2
and Earth Day due March 15",

Thank you to everyone for helping out with this. The fundraisers that we do are
to benefit the school and our children who attend. If you have any questions re-
garding the fundraiser please contact Michelle White at 742-0716 or Karen Bohr
at 742-8262.

We would like to wish all the children in school good luck with their CMT’s.
Our next meeting is scheduled for April 20". We hope to see you there.

Michelle, Karen and Doreen

Next PTO
Meetings! :
Tuesdays
4/20/10

@ 6:30pm!



