PTO MEETING MINUTES
November 15, 2011
6:35: p.m. Call meeting to order.  15 people in attendance, in addition to the PTO Board.

1. Motion to accept October Meeting Minutes.  1st-Carrie, 2nd-Mars.
2. Treasurer’s Report – Starting balance $4500.00  $4000.00 uncommitted funds.
3. Principal’s Report – Mr. Troy Hopkins

· Report Cards were moved to Thursday but conferences are the same. (Friday, Monday, Tuesday)
· Spike CARES program is up and running.  Students are excited about it.  Student of the Month is one boy and one girl per grade level for the month – based on who was recognized that month.

· Wall near the 4th grade is covered with ideas about how to get Spike to enjoy reading. 

· Mileage Club – 3rd and 4th grade up and running.  Need parent volunteers to help with the 5th grade.

· Going to Trimesters next year.

· Changes to this year’s calendar will be made by the BOE at a future meeting.

· 3 teachers in 3rd grade have Polyvision interactive boards vs the Smartboards that everyone else has.  It would be helpful if all classrooms had smartboards.  Motion to allocate $2000.00 for one smartboard. 1st - Jen    2nd –Carrie.
· A new bike rack would be great for the front of the school.

· Nov./Dec. newsletter will be up next week.

4. Teacher’s Report – 

· Grade 3 – (Mrs. Burke) Daffodils have been planted so they will be all ready for poetry festival in the spring.  Charlie Brown Thanksgiving will be later this week.  Data partners with Windsor schools (pen pal project).  4 classrooms are participating in a pen pal project Heroes and Heroines. Two field trips scheduled.  This grant is to encourage the reading of non-fiction.  Thanks for the contribution to the Mystic field trip.  
· Grade 4 – (Mrs. Licata) Trip to Pequot museum.  3 classes went one day and 3 went another.  Clint Shardier visited today and discussed the plains native americans.  The Unicef walkathon has been cancelled due to the week off from school.  Thanks for the bags.  Looking forward to parent/teacher conferences.
· Grade 5 – (Mrs. Welz) Great field trip to Science Center.  Great Lab experience which the students learned and experimented with light.  Looking forward to conferences next week.
5. Old Business –

*Mixed Bag and Pasta fundraisers closed.  Mixed Bag made about 1600.00 and Pasta made about 1100.00

*Box Tops – over 15,800 were submitted for 1st submission.  Second competition going on right now (turkey).  Third competition will be in late Dec or Jan.  

*Stop and Shop – register and the school will be able to make $ from all purchases.

6. New Business-

*Ms. Kessler – requested $265.42  to pay for mileage club supplies.  Motion to approve 1st – Beth and 2nd Linda
*Wishing Stars – Teachers were given stars and told to put their “wishes” on them and stick them on the wall outside the door for parents to pick during conferences.

*Staff Appreciation – all set.  Time for clean-up is 6:00.

*PTO Craft Fair – GHR is responsible for admissions tables, crafters breakfasts and set-up Friday night. Breakfast is all set – Margie Stickles and Jen Cunley.  Looking for people to sign up for admissions tables and for set-up Friday night.

*Craft Fair Bake Sale – Looking for people to bake sale items – drop off at CHS Friday night 7-9 pm or Saturday night 7-9 am.
*Mitten Tree –Crissy Stinson will put up a tree with tags to be picked with items to donate for needy families for the holidays.  Leave the donations in the box by the tree.

*Spring Fundraiser – cookie dough? Any ideas welcome! Butter Braids? School-wide pajama day.

*UCONN Basketball tickets – 3 games (2 women, 1 men).  You can buy up to 8 tickets per game. See Jen Wendry.  

7. Comments/Suggestions-

· School wide spirit wear will be available on –line very soon.  More information will be sent home.
· Talent Show – Amber will organize it.  Friday night, late March (the 30th?) Wednesday before will be dress rehearsal. 

· Mr. Hopkins is looking at changing the concert times for the holiday concert to be spread throughout the day.  He is also looking into televising the concert so that it will play on the Coventry tv station.
· Rachel’s Challenge – could it come to GHR in some age appropriate format?

Meeting adjourned 7:35.

Next meeting scheduled for 12/7.

