PTO MEETING MINUTES
October 5, 2011
6:30: p.m. Call meeting to order.  22 people in attendance, in addition to the PTO Board.

1. Motion to accept September Meeting Minutes.  1st-Linda, 2nd-Amber
2. Treasurer’s Report – Starting balance $8131.00.  $7531.01 uncommitted funds.
3. Principal’s Report – Mr. Troy Hopkins

· Report Cards have minor alterations. Added new category M+ which means Meets the Standard with Distinction. N instead of R which means Not Understanding Basic Skills at this time. 
· Reading ideas.  Asked the kids what Spike needs to do to be a better reader.
· Starting our CEP (Challenge and Enrichment Program) will begin on Mondays at GHR.  Jeff Spivey will be taking over for CEP and Hailey Welz will be taking over for Jeff Spivey, Grade 5 Teacher.

· Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for November.

· Continue working on promoting CARES (positive behavior program).

4. Teacher’s Report – 

· Grade 3 – (Mrs. Szroka) Want to thank the PTO for all the PTO has done. Bookfair, etc.  Every class has an interactive white board.  The children are very excited about them.  2 field trips in October.  Half the students have been to Brick School House field trip. Daffodil bulbs are in the office thanks to the Coventry Historical Society for the Poetry program.
· Grade 4 – (Mrs. Licata and Mrs. Goldsnider) Thanks for the smartboards.  The students are loving them.  Science – learning Erosion.  Social Studies – learning Connecticut and Native Americans.  Trip to Pequot Museum later in the year.
· Grade 5 – (Mrs. Bernier) Thanks to the PTO for the smartboards.  Thanks also for the Birthday Board.  Science – Moon Journal.  Social Studies – Geography.  Math – Prime and Composite Numbers and factorization.  Field Trip to the Science Center in October and taking a hands-on class on Light.

5. Old Business –

*Entertainment Book Fundraiser – Prize wheel will be 8:30 Tuesday morning.  On-going.  Officially over on Tuesday, 10/11.
*Fall Scholastic Book Fair.  Happening this week.
6. New Business-

*Next fundraisers are coming up.  Mixed Bags and Pasta. We will run them at the same time.  Fundraiser should be done by end of October.  Maybe even have pick-up be at conference time.
*Fit Camps are all set up.  Adults -Mon and Wed.  Kids -Wednesdays for 5 weeks.
*Jen Wendry – UCONN tickets offereing. Looking into offering tickets for 2 men’s basketball games and 2 women’s basketball games.  Also looking to offering football tickets for a November 26th football game. Everyone sits in the same section from GHR and/or CGS. 
*Staff Appreciation – November 21st. Jen Wendry and Martha McKerley will chair.
*Blood Drive is Tuesday, October 25th.  Contact Margie Stickles to sign up.  
*PTO Craft Fair is Saturday, December 3rd.  GHR PTO is responsible for Crafter’s Breakfast, Gym set-up on Friday night, and Admissions tables.

*Beth Hassett signed GHR up for Stop and Shop School Rewards program again this year.  You need to reregister each year. Begins on October 7th and runs through March 29th.

*Lynn Bernier is in charge of Cultural Arts for GHR.  She is looking for funds to help with bringing cultural arts experiences to GHR.  Motion to commit $1000.00  1st-Monica, 2nd- Carrie.
*Motion to commit $500.00 1st- Margie, 2nd-Linda, to go towards Social Services funds to help pay for field trips for families unable to financially afford it.
*Motion to commit $5.00 per child to Third Grade to help with field trip funding.  Motion – 1st Carrie J., 2nd – Carrie H.  PTO will do the same in the future for each grade level for one future field trip each for each grade level.

7. Comments/Suggestions-

*Are we doing spiritwear?  Not yet, but we are looking into it.  Kim Power has the catalog.  Carrie Jonas will do the flyer. 
*No update on Box Tops contest yet.

*

Meeting adjourned 8:03.

Next meeting scheduled for 11/2.

