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Coventry Board of Education 
Coventry, Connecticut 

 
Board of Education Regular Meeting 

Approved Minutes of Thursday, February 24, 2022 
Administration Building Conference Room 

 
Board Members Present: 
Jennifer Beausoleil, Chairperson 
Eugene Marchand, Vice Chairperson 
Mary Kortmann, Secretary 
Peter DePaola 
Emma Eaton 
Courtney Rossignol 
Christina Williams (left the meeting at 8:56 p.m.) 
 
Also Present: 
Celia Delvecchio, Board of Education Student Representative 
 
Administrators Present: 
Dr. David J. Petrone, Superintendent of Schools 
Robert Carroll, Director of Finance and Operations 
 
Audience Members Present:  Several citizens were present. 
 
I. Call to Order 

J. Beausoleil called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II. Salute to the Flag 

J. Beausoleil led the salute to the flag. 
 
III. Audience of Citizens 

Coventry student Emma Garlock, 834 Wrights Mill Road, was present to share her wishes 
of not having to wear a mask any more. (The statement she submitted is attached to these 
minutes.) 

Jennifer Galock, 834 Wrights Mill Road, was present to speak in favor of lifting the mask 
mandate in school.  (The statement she submitted is attached to these minutes.) 

William Hall, 1022 Grant Hill Road, was present to speak in favor of lifting the mask 
mandate in school. 

Stephanie Symkowicz, 70 Beebe Farms Road, was present to speak in favor of mask choice. 

Megan Philips, 57 Hendee Road, was present to speak in favor of lifting the mask mandate 
in school. 
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Coventry student Parker Rejman, 122 Judd Road, was present and spoke twice in favor of 
making masks optional.  (The statement he submitted is attached to these minutes.) 

Ralph Rejman, 122 Judd Road, was present to speak in favor of lifting the mask mandate in 
school. (The statement he submitted is attached to these minutes.) 

Karl Koenig, 92 Appian Way, thanked the Board for their service. He was present to speak 
in favor of lifting the mask mandate in school. 

Beau Demko, 188 Eastview Drive, was present to speak in favor of lifting the mask mandate 
in school. 

Greg Kiss, 1370 North River Road, was present to speak in favor of lifting the mask 
mandate in school. 

Matt Kyer, 4 Wall Street, was present to thank the members of the Board and Dr. Petrone 
for their thoughtful consideration of the situation.  (The statement he submitted is attached 
to these minutes.) 

Dawn Vieira, 337 Swamp Road, was present to speak in favor of lifting the mask mandate in 
school. (The statement she submitted is attached to these minutes.) 

Caroline Davis, 302 Pine Lake Drive, was present to speak in favor of keeping masks in 
place while science dictates it is necessary. 

Rachel Padula, 815 Wrights Mill Road, was present to speak in favor of unmasking 
students. 

Rebecca St Germain, 28 Brenda Lane, was present to speak in favor of lifting the mask 
mandate in school. 

Sarah Cook, 253 Stonehouse Road, was present to speak in favor of lifting the mask 
mandate in school. 

Jackie Marion, 61 Laurel Drive, was present to speak with her son, Bishop.  Bishop spoke in 
favor of lifting the mask mandate in school, (The statement he submitted is attached to 
these minutes.) 

Stacey, 48 Springdale Avenue, was present to speak in favor of lifting the mask mandate in 
the schools. 
 
MOTION: To move Old Business up before the Superintendent's Report. 
 By:  C. Williams Seconded:  P. DePaola 
 Results:  Motion fails 3-4 (J. Beausoleil, E. Marchand, M. Kortmann, E. Eaton 

against) 
 
IV. Report of the Superintendent 

Dr. Petrone reviewed events taking place locally, regionally, and statewide. 
 
IV.A. Information:  Board of Education Student Representative Report 

Miss Delvecchio reported that winter sports are wrapping up and portfolios are being 
worked on. 
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V. VOTE:  Approve Consent Agenda 

V.A. Accept Retirement of Mary Arnini, GHR Para-Educator 

E. Eaton requested that Ms. Arnini's retirement be removed from the Consent Agenda. 

MOTION: To accept the retirement of Mary Arnini 
 By:  E. Eaton Seconded:  E. Marchand 

Discussion:  E. Eaton thanked Ms. Arnini for all of her work and wished her the 
best in her retirement.  

 Result:  Motion passes unanimously 
 
VI. Report of the Chairman 

J. Beausoleil thanked the administration for the tour of Coventry Grammar School. She 
noted that the Town Council has approved the request for the non-reoccuring fund to go to 
a 2% cap from 1%. 
 
VIII. VOTE: Approval of Minutes 

VIII.A. Approve Minutes of February 10, 2022 

MOTION: To approve the minutes of February 10, 2022 
 By:  E. Marchand Seconded:  C. Williams 
 Result:  Motion passes unanimously 
 
IX. Old Business 

IX.A. Information and Possible VOTE:  Review of Executive Orders and New 
Requirements Related to COVID-19 

MOTION: Effective February 28, 2022, masks are required in the Coventry Public 
Schools whenever the average COVID-19 case per 100,000 (also known as 
the 2 week rolling average) is in the Red category as reported by the State 
Department of Public Health. 

 By:  E. Marchand Seconded:  M. Kortmann 

 Discussion:   

 MOTION to AMEND:  The Coventry Pubilc Schools eleimiate the mask 
mandate as of February 28, 2022 

 By: P. DePaola Seconded: C. Williams 

 E. Marchand did not accept the amendment. 

 C. Williams requested a friendly amendment to the proposal on the table 
that Coventry schools will eliminate the mask mandate February 28, 2022 
and we will reconvene if COVID case numbers warrant.  E. Marchand did 
not accept the amendment.  

 E. Marchand said it is an effective motion; it takes into consideration if there is a 
spike in infections. 
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 P. DePaola said this makes no sense - we cannot change on a dime and expect 
everyone to have to adjust.  C. Williams said this will create chaos. 

 E. Eaton said it provides the same amount of warning as if there is a snow 
day.  She said the numbers have been in steady decline.  She said if the number 
reaches red, it means there is a significant community spread. 

 M. Kortmann noted that the Federal mandate is in place for buses, so students 
would have masks ready regardless. 

 C. Williams said her children would not be riding the bus, because of the mask 
mandate and they would not have masks available. 

 J. Beasuoleil asked for a friendly amendment that the Red Alert be specific 
to the Town of Coventry.  E. Marchand accepted the amendment. 

 C. Rossignol said this will cause chaos and added that there is no end date. She 
asked for specific language to be added in the motion, as to when it would end. 

 C. Rossignol asked for an amendment that when the status is not Red, 
masks are optional again.  E. Marchand accepted the amendment. 

 P. DePaola said it is time to end the nonsense; we need an end date to this 
nonsense.  He added that the science is clear that the students are at the least 
amount of risk. 

 C. Williams stated the proposal of waiting until we are in the Red does not make 
sense, it will be too late; the virus will have already spread. 

 C. Williams asked for an amendent to just take the masks off February 28 
and if situations change we will reconvene or the Governor will be come a 
king again and mandate masks, but this does not work.  E. Marchand did 
not accept the friendly amendment.  

 The Board discussed masks and if they inhibit students' speech and language; 
details on the staff survey; the fact that the survey was not anonymous for 
staff;  and that all staff are vaccinated. 

 P. DePaola said the motion on the floor is ridiculous.  He said the number of 
school boards going mask optional is significant and now Coventry will be at the 
tail end instead of the front. 

 C. Williams asked for one more friendly amendment to just make masks 
optional February 28 and if things get bad again, we visit it because we are 
a responsible Board of Education.  E. Marchand did not accept the friendly 
amendment.  

 The Board discussed health department data; the governor's emergency rights; 
community spread; and if there were those within the school system not being 
represented. 

 C. Rossignol asked for an amendment to focus on the schools rate, by the 
numbers Dr. Petrone is sending out weekly, not the town's rate.  E. 
Marchand did not accept the amendment. 
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 E. Eaton said the numbers reported by the district are not as accurate as the ones 
reported by the State, because families do not have to report positive cases to 
the schools. 

 C. Williams asked for a friendly amendment to be mask free or have masks 
optional from February 28 through June 30, 2022.  E. Marchand denied the 
amendment. 

 There was a brief recess at 8:45 p.m.  The Board reconvened at 8:47 p.m. and the 
Vote was called. 

 Result:  With the two amendments, the motion in full “Effective February 
28, 2022, masks are required in the Coventry Public Schools whenever the 
average COVID-19 case per 100,000 (also known as the 2 week rolling 
average) is in the Red category as reported by the State Department of 
Public Health - the Red category is specific to the Town of Coventry and 
when the status is not Red, masks are optional again.” passes 4-3 (P. 
DePaola, C. Rossignol, and C. Williams against) 

 
X. New Business 

X.A. Information and Possible VOTE:  Approve the 2022-2023 School Calendar 

J. Beausoleil asked for questions on the school calendar. 

C. Williams left the meeting at 8:49 p.m. 

M. Kortmann asked about days in June.   

Noise from the community members outside could be heard during the meeting. 

C. Williams returned at 8:51 p.m. 

Dr. Petrone noted that the calendar draft was vetted through the staff and parent groups. 

Dr. Petrone explained that the graduation date does not need to be moved once it is set. 

C. Williams left the meeting at 8:56 p.m. 

MOTION: To approve the calendar as presented. 
 By:  E. Eaton Seconded:  M. Kortmann 
 Result:  Motion passes unanimously 
 
X.B. Discussion:  Review of Policies 

X.B.1. Discussion:  Review of NEW Policy 3542.4 Food Service Charging Policy (To be 
warned for a VOTE at a future Board meeting.) 

E. Eaton reviewed the new policy for Food Service Charging Policy.  M. Kortmann asked 
about the language on how to manage the gift funds.   Dr. Petrone said that may be better 
handled in an administrative regulation. 

There was commotion heard outside of the building and community members banged on 
the window while yelling at the Board. 
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P. DePaola said he found the policy very confusing.  The Board addressed items such as 
student accounts that are overdue and the current law.  Dr. Petrone said there is a process 
in place to remind parents of past due amounts. 

There was consensus to move it forward for a vote. 
 
X.B.2. Discussion:  Review of Policies - REVISIONS (To be warned for a VOTE at a 
future Board meeting.) 

a. 1251 Prohibition Against Smoking 

E. Eaton reviewed the changes to the policy.  C. Rossignol said these new guidelines can 
place a burden on our staff if they have to determine what type of high a student may be 
under.  Dr. Petrone said staff do not determine what type of high the student is under - the 
first priority is student safety.  He reviewed school procedures during this type of situation. 

P. DePaola noted confusion about the area considered school property. 

The Board decided to send the policy back to the Committee for legal clarification on school 
building/property. 
 
b. 3300-3323 Purchasing 

M. Kortmann asked about the change regarding not having to print in the request to bid in 
the newspaper.  Dr. Petrone said it is not legally necessary and the wording can stay as 
"may." 

P. DePaola asked what is defined as "personal property."  M. Kortmann said it is incidental 
items such as desks, or items that can be used. P. DePaola asked that the language be 
clarified in the policy. 

The Board discussed the bidding process and timeline. 

The Board decided to send the policy back to the Policy Committee to keep the the option 
to advertise in the newspaper as "may"; clarify "personal property"; and response to 
bidding timeline. 
 
c. 4118.5 Employee Use of the Districts Computer Systems 

E. Eaton reviewed the changes to the policy. 

P. DePaola wondered if language should be added that there would be consequences for 
illegal use of district computer systems.  Dr. Petrone talked about personnel procedures 
and legal requirements. 

There was consensus to move the policy forward as is to a future meeting for a vote. 
 
d. 4216.2 Alcohol Tobacco and Drug-free Workplace 

Based on the conversation regarding 1251, the Board decided to send the policy back to the 
Committee for legal clarification of school policy. 
 
e. 5125 Confidentiality and Access to Education Records (FERPA) 
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P. DePaola noted the wait time for records could be up to 45 days.  Dr. Petrone said it 
would not usually take that amount of time, but this allows for if staff are on vacation, for 
instance. 

There was consensus to move policy forward for a vote. 
 
f. 5131.2  Student Use of the District's Computer Systems and Internet Safety 

E. Eaton reviewed the adjustments to the policy. 

There was consensus to move the policy forward for a vote. 
 
g. 5131.4 Use of Private Technological Devices by Students 

The Board discussed the changes made to this policy. 

There was consensus to move the policy forward for a vote. 
 
h. 5131.6 Drug and Alcohol Use by Students 

E. Eaton talked about the changes to the policy. 

There was consensus to move the policy forward for a vote. 
 
i. 5144 Student Discipline 

E. Eaton reviewed the statute updates made to this policy.  The Board discussed conduct off 
of school grounds and bullying definitions.   

There was consensus to move the policy forward for a vote. 
 
j. 9270 Role of Board and Members 

E. Eaton reviewed the policy revisions. 

There was consensus to move the policy forward for a vote. 
 
k. 9362 Time, Place, and Notice of Meetings 

E. Eaton reviewed the changes made to this policy. 

There was consensus to move the policy forward for a vote. 
 
XI. Possible VOTE: Executive Session [Superintendent's Evaluation] 

MOTION: Pursuant to CGS-1-200(c)(6)(A), the Board of Education will go into 
Executive Session for discussions related to the Superintendent's 
Evaluation at 10:02 p.m. 

 By:  M. Kortmann Seconded:  E. Marchand 
 Result:  Motion passes unanimously 
 
XII. Open Session 

The Board left Executive Session and returned to Open Session at 10:13 p.m. 
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XIII. Adjournment 

MOTION: To adjourn the meeting at 10:13 p.m. 
 By:  E. Eaton Seconded:  C. Rossignol 
 Result:  Motion passes unanimously 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
______________________________ 
Kimberlee Arey Delorme 
Board Clerk Approved: March 31, 2022 
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