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Coventry Board of Education 
Coventry, Connecticut 

 
Board of Education Regular Meeting 

Approved Minutes of Thursday, March 31, 2022 
Administration Building Conference Room 

 
Board Members Present:  
Eugene Marchand, Vice Chairperson 
Mary Kortmann, Secretary 
Peter DePaola 
Emma Eaton 
Courtney Rossignol 
Christina Williams 
 
Board Members Absent:  
Jennifer Beausoleil, Chairperson 
 
Also Present:  Celia Delvecchio, Student Board of Education Representative 
 
Administrators Present: 
Dr. David J. Petrone, Superintendent of Schools 
Robert Carroll, Director of Finance and Operations 
 
Audience: members of the CNH Girls Basketball Team and their parents; CHS students; 
Dena DeJulius, CNH Principal; Michele Mullaly, Director of Teaching and Learning; and 
several citizens. 
 
I. Call to Order 

E. Marchand called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II. Salute to the Flag 

E. Marchand led the salute to the flag. 
 
III. Audience of Citizens 

Courtney Rossignol, 73 Brenda Lane, was present to speak about her concerns regarding 
bullying at Coventry Public Schools. She shared several communications she noted were 
from parents and students claiming there is a bullying problem in the schools.  The 
statement she provided is attached to these minutes. 

Nikki McLaughlin, 195 Hopper Road, was present to speak about her concerns regarding a 
bullying problem at Coventry Public Schools.  Additionally, she shared comments on behalf 
of a student who did not feel safe to come and speak on their own about their 
experience.  The statement she provided is attached to these minutes. 
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IV. Report of the Superintendent 

Dr. Petrone reviewed various activities and meetings taking place locally, regionally, and at 
the state level. 
 
IV.A. Recognition:  CNH Girls Basketball Team Northeast Middle School Athletic 
Conference Champions 

Dr. Petrone extended congratulations to the CNH Girls Basketball team for winning the 
conference championship.  Ms. DeJulius said a few words and introduced Coach Jennifer 
Rodgers, who thanked everyone. 

E. Marchand spoke about the importance of sports to students in the schools. 
 
The Board discussed Senior Portfolio night.  C. Williams asked for access to more of the 
senior portfolios.  Dr. Petrone said he would accommodate. 
 
IV.B. Information:  Recognition of the Board of Education 

Dr. Petrone said March is Board Appreciation Month.  There were high school art students 
in attendance to present the gifts (student-made pottery) to the Board members.  Dr. 
Petrone extended thanks to the Board for volunteering their time. 
 
IV.C. Information:  Board of Education Student Representative Report 

Miss Delvecchio talked about the activities and happenings taking place at the high school, 
which included an update on the proms, the senior picnic, spring sports, and graduation. 
 
IV.D. Information:  Superintendent Goal Achievement Report 2021-2022 

Dr. Petrone reviewed his Goal Achievement presentation for the 2021-22 school year, 
which is available on the district's website. 
 
V. VOTE:  Consent Agenda 

E. Eaton asked that Mrs. Rood's retirement be removed from the Consent Agenda. 

E. Eaton want to thank Ms. Rood for her years of service.   

The Board discussed this trip for the Future Problem Solvers group, if they move on to the 
International Competition. 

P. DePaola reviewed the form and asked how the costs are funded.  Ms. DeJulius noted it is 
mostly fundraising and parent support. 

Miss Delvecchio reviewed her experience when she was able to go, when in 6th grade. 

V.A. Approve the CNH June Field Experience to Amherst, MA 

MOTION: To approve the Field Experience to Amherst. MA. 
 By:  C. Rossignol Seconded:  M. Kortmann 
 Result:  Motion passes unanimously 
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V.B. Accept the Retirement of Melissa Rood, CHS Teacher 

MOTION: To accept the retirement of Melissa Rood 
 By:  E. Eaton Seconded:  M. Kortmann 
 Result:  Motion passes unanimously 
 
VI. Report of the Chairman 

E. Marchand talked about how positive the Portfolio Night experience is. 
 
VIII. VOTE: Approval of Minutes 

VIII.A. Approve Updated Minutes of February 24, 2022 

MOTION: To approve the updated minutes of February 24, 2022 
 By:  P. DePaola Seconded:  M. Kortmann 
 Result:  Motion passes unanimously 

VIII.B. Approve Minutes of March 10, 2022 

MOTION: To approve the minutes of March 10, 2022 
 By:  E. Eaton Seconded: M. Kortmann 

Discussion:  E. Eaton asked that on page 4 under the discussion of policy 5131.4 
the word obsessively [intrusive] be changed to excessively [intrusive]. 

C. Williams asked that on page 6, the second full paragraph, the last sentence be 
finished. 

Result:  The minutes were tabled to be brought back with these 
adjustments 
 

IX. Old Business 

IX.A. Information:  FY23 Budget 

Dr. Petrone reviewed the updates, which included the oil and diesel prices being locked in 
and the custodial contract being settled.  He said more will be reviewed at the special 
meeting on April 7. 
 
X. New Business 

X.A. Information and VOTE: Annual Non-Renewal of Listed Teachers 

Dr. Petrone reviewed the procedure.  P. DePaola questioned the timing of the 
notifications.  Dr. Petrone explained the legal requirements as they relate to the Town 
Referendum. 

MOTION: That the contract of employment of teachers, named on the provided list, 
not be renewed for the following school year upon its expiration at the end 
of the current 2021-2022 school year, and that the Superintendent of 
Schools is directed to advise such persons in writing of this action 

 By:  E. Eaton Seconded:  M. Kortmann 
 Result:  The motion passed unanimously, with regret. 
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MOTION: To add bullying survey to the agenda under new business 
By: C. Williams  Seconded:  C. Rossignol 
Result:  Motion fails 3-3 (E. Marchand, M. Kortmann, E. Eaton against) 

 
MOTION: To add Board curriculum review for CGS ELA and social emotional learning 

for discussion on the agenda 
By:  C. Rossignol Seconded:  C. Williams 
Result:  Motion fails 3-3 (E. Marchand, M. Kortmann, E. Eaton against) 

 
C. Williams said there was not a chance for discussion on those motions. 

M. Kortmann said she doesn't believe there is discussion for adding to an agenda. 

C. Rossignol called for a Point of Order:  there was not a chance for discussion. 

E. Marchand allowed for a brief discussion at this point. 

C. Williams said she wanted to know why there has to be a curriculum request to go on an 
agenda and why it just can't be opened up for review.  Dr. Petrone said the usual 
curriculum review will happen in the summer and we are in the process of providing 
access to the curriculum for folks, which should be available in the very near future. 
 
XI. Report of Board Members 

XI.A. Information:  Transportation Committee Report, Meeting of March 17, 2022 

E. Marchand reviewed the Transportation Committee meeting of March 17.  [The minutes 
are attached to BoardBook for review.] 

P. DePaola noted most of the other bus companies are in the same situation with the lack of 
drivers. 
 
XI.B. Information:  School Building Committee Meeting of March 22, 2022 

M. Kortmann reported and talked about the roof project.  She noted the issues at the state 
level, which have caused a delay.  Mr. Carroll added that more is needed even after the plan 
is approved by the Commissioner. 

Dr. Petrone said it is doubtful the project will be ready for the summer, which in turn will 
delay the solar project. 

M. Kortmann continued and talked about the HVAC improvements and how they are 
designed for a new roof.  She noted that this project would not happen this summer. 

M. Kortmann also spoke about new discussions surrounding a "renovate as new" 
project.  She said the project is still being reviewed before it can be presented for a 
decision.  There was a conversation about the details of the plan. 
 
XI.C. Information:  CHS Athletic Advisory Meeting Report 

E. Marchand noted the meeting was postponed. 
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XII. Adjournment 

MOTION: To adjourn the meeting at 9:02 p.m. 
 By:  C. Williams Seconded:  M. Kortmann 

Result: Motion passes unanimously 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Kimberlee Arey Delorme 
Board Clerk 
 
Approved: April 28, 2022 
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